PERSONS AS PLANTS

The connection between plant and human characteristics

Guoxin Lin



For Nakahira, plants are uncanny, mysterious creatures. He sees in them transcendental beings that are removed from the world of seeming certainty, that carry
the otherness of things within them, and that threaten the self with their silence. To him, plants with their autonomous growth imply an intermediate state that
belongs neither to the subject nor to the object of perception.

By Masashi Kohara

http://americansuburbx.com/2010/06/takuma-nakahira-portrait-of-takuma.html
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ow light, cool

dueensland umbrella tree
Schefflera actinophylla ‘Nova’)

N upright evergreen, with various cultivars
aving variegation to a greater or lesser degree.
water and feed regularly in spring and

Jmmer, gradually decreasing in autumn and
eeping compost just moist in winter

repot in spring; cut back hard in spring if plant
as become leggy but do not then repot

propagate by stem cuttings in summer

ight light, cool

immia (Skimmia japonica ‘Rubella’)
wushy evergreen with fragrant white flowers
ich are pink in the bud. The flowers stems
reddish-bronze and are decorative even
ore blossoming.

2ep compost moist at all times; feed

nightly in spring and summer

:pot every year in spring

"opagate by stem cuttings in summer or
rseed in cold frame in autumn

) plant directory

low light, cool

False aralia, Finger aralia
(Schefflera elegantissima)

Best when young, as the notched finger-like

leaves become coarse and less attractive with age.

* water carefully in winter but keep compost
moist in spring and summer; feed regularly

* repot in spring, but when the plant becomes
leggy cut back the main stem to encourage
new shoots - do not repot then

* propagate by seed in spring

bright light, cool

Winter cherry (Solanum capsicastrum)
Grown for its orange-red berries which ripen in
late autumn and winter. The shrubby stems
have dark-green foliage, with white star-like
flowers appearing in summer.

* keep compost moist at all times and feed
every fortnight; spray daily

* repot and prune to shape in spring; stand

outdoors in summer

* propagate by seed or stem cuttings in spring

low light, warm

Spreading club moss

(Selaginella kraussiana)

A fern-like moss with spreading low-growing
stems which are much branched with yellowish
green-tinged leaves.

* water regularly in spring and summer, and
give occasional feeds; water sparingly in winter;
spray regularly with water during growing season
* repot in spring

* propagate by cuttings in spring or summer

low light, draughty

Baby’s tears, Irish moss, Mind your

own business (Soleirolia soleirolii)

A compact plant in general, but capable of
spreading over quite a large area and therefore
useful for covering the surfaces of pots with single
subjects. Golden and white variegated forms are
available, but the leaves often revert to pale green.
* keep moist at all times; do not overfeed

* repot from spring to autumn

* propagate by division from spring to autumn

bright light, humid

Flame nettle, Coleus
(Solenostemon scutellariodes)

A very variable plant in leaf form, colour and size,
which can reach between 30 and 60cm (1-2ft).
* water freely in summer but keep soil just moist
In winter; feed weekly in spring and summer

* repotting each year is not worth doing for
mature plants, as young plants are best
propagated regularly by cuttings from spring

to autumn or seed sown in spring

bright light, warm
(cool in winter)

Madagascar jasmine

(Stephanotis floribunda)

A climber with very fragrant white waxy flowers.
Training on a support is essential.

* water freely from spring to autumn, keeping
compost just moist in winter; spray regularly in
summer; feed regularly in spring and summer

* repot every two years in spring; cut back

after flowering

* propagate by stem cuttings in summer

low light, cool

House lime, African hemp

(Sparrmannia africana)

A shrub with pale green, downy leaves and
white flowers with prominent stamens, which
expand rapidly when touched.

* water well in spring and summer, and reduce
in winter; feed weekly from spring to summer
* repot or top-dress in spring; prune back hard
after flowering

* propagate by stem cuttings in spring

low light, warm

Cape cowslip, Cape primrose
(Streptocarpus x hybrid)

From spring to autumn, white, pink, red, blue or
purple trumpet-shaped flowers are held on wiry
stems above a rosette of foliage.

* water and feed freely during full growth, but
sparingly in winter

¢ repot every year in spring in a shallow pot

* propagate by leaf cuttings in summer, seed

or division in spring

low light, cool

Peace lily (Sphathiphyllum wallisii)
Although this plant has attractive glossy-

green foliage the pure white arum-shaped
inflorescences which appear in spring add

to its decorativeness.

* keep compost moist at all times; feed every
two weeks from spring to autumn, and monthly
in winter

* repot every spring

* propagate by division in spring

bright light, cool

Black-eyed Susan (Thunbergia alata)
A fast-growing climbing plant with slender
stems that readily intertwine but require good
support. The yellow flowers have dark
chocolate-coloured centres and appear from
late spring to autumn.

» keep watered and fed regularly when in

full growth

» Treat as an annual and discard after flowering

plant directory 131



- light, humid

ge palm (Cordyline australis)

reaching at least 3m (10ft) when grown
tural tropical habitat, but only attaining

f that height in a 15cm (6in) pot.

freely from spring to autumn, moderately

r; feed weekly during full growth

N spring or summer

jate from basal shoots, tops of leggy
- sections of bare stems; underground
an be separated and potted

light, cool

Monterey cypress (Cupressus
1rpa ‘Goldcrest’)
‘een with fine leaves which assume

y gold colour in good light. It is

ly hardy.
nd feed regularly during spring
ner; keep compost moist in autumn
o

spring; prune to shape in summer

ite by heel cuttings in late summer

ant directory

bright light, warm

Jade plant, Money tree (Crassula ovata)

The Jade plant has compact tree-like growth
with oval succulent leaves. Masses of starry
flowers are produced in spring. Variegated
and coloured-leaved forms are also available.
* water sparingly in spring and summer; keep
dry at other times

* repot every year in spring

* propagate by stem cuttings or individual
leaves in spring or summer

low light, cool

Cycad, Sago palm (Cycas revoluta)
Not a true palm but has similar growth, with
stout fronds with many stiff leaflets arising from
a short, almost bali-shaped base.

* keep compost moist at all times but avoid
waterlogging; feed occasionally throughout
the growing season

* repot every two to three years in spring

or summer

* propagate in spring by removing side growths

bright light, cool

Crocus (Crocus vernus)

There are many cultivated forms, with large,
funnel-shaped to rounded, white, purple

or blue flowers, which appear in early spring
or autumn.

* water freely when in flower

* pot in autumn and keep in a cool, dark
place to encourage root production

* after flowering discard old corms and

plant outdoors

low light, cool

Cyclamen (Cyclamen persicum)

Hybrid cultivars have white, pink, red or crimson
flowers, and many have marked foliage.

* keep compost moist when in full growth; feed
every fortnight when in flower; spray daily with
water; allow compost to dry out and place on

its side outdoors in late spring; carefully remove
dead flowers and leaf stems in their entirety

¢ repot every summer when new growth appears

* propagate by seed in late summer

low light, cool/warm

Cymbidium (Cymbidium hybrid)
Cymbidium varieties are some of the easiest
orchids to grow, and and they remain healthy
in ordinary room conditions.

* keep compost moist by reduced watering in
winter; feed every two to three weeks; use soft
water; spray in spring and summer

¢ repot occasionally when plants deteriorate;
use special orchid compost

* propagate by division

bright light, cool

Madagascar dragon tree (Dracaena
marginata ‘Colorama’)

A slow-growing species, whose tough

narrow leaves are dark green with cream

and pink stripes.

* water regularly in spring and summer,
reducing at the start of winter; feed once every
two weeks during growing period

* repot every other spring

* propagate by stem sections or tip cuttings

low light, cool

Umbrella grass (Cyperus alternifolius)
The green foliage is formed into tufts like
umbrella frames on top of fairly stiff stems

up to 60cm (2ft) high.

* keep well watered at all times, even standing

it in a water-filled shallow container; feed weekly
from spring to autumn

* repot in spring

* propagate by division or seed; the ‘umbrella’

will also root in winter

bright light, cool

Mexican gem, Mexican snow ball
(Echeveria elegans)

A succulent plant with fleshy foliage formed

in a rosette. The erect flower stem has pinkish
blooms with yellow inside which appear in
spring and summer.

* water sparingly at all times, especially in winter
and feed monthly from spring to late summer

¢ repot every second year in spring

* propagate from offsets or leaf cuttings

low light, cool

Dumb cane (Dieffenbachia compacta)
There are many forms, all with attractively
marked foliage which is, however, poisonous.
Occasionally rather inconspicuous greenish
flowers are formed.

* keep compost moist at all times and feed
fortnightly from spring to autumn

¢ repot every spring

* propagate by division, stem cuttings or stem

section in spring or summer

bright light, warm

Abyssinian banana (Ensete
ventricosum ‘Maurellii’)

A banana plant bearing inedible fruit but with
attractive maroon-blotched green leaves.
Growing to about 1.6m (5'4ft), it has a spread
of a similar measurement.

* water and feed regularly in spring and
summer, but keep compost almost dry in winter
* repot in spring

* propagate by division in spring

plant directory 119
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LNjVccXSdPA

